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L  E  T  T  E  R 

From  the  Facetious  Doctor 

Andrew  Tripe, 


To  the  Venerable 


WITH 


An  Account  of  the  Reception  Mr.  Ironjide's 
late  Prefent  of  a  Guardian ,  met  with 
from  the  Worfhipful  Mr.  Mayor,  and 
■  other  fubftantial  Inhabitants  of  that  An* 
I  cunt  CITY. 

To  which  is  added,' 

A  Prefcription  from  the  Doctor, 

By  Way  of  POST  SCRIPT, 

Exaaiy  fuited  to  his  DISTEMPER, 


7he  Adventure  of  the  Bear  and  Fiddle 
Is  flings  but  breaks  off ? in  the  middle.  Hud, 


1  Bane  tamzn  Aicltore  me*  fuper  alsa  f  :rennti 
\  AftrAferarinMneny^  ertt  lade  like  mfh  urn.  OvidJ 


|  Lofidon  Printed  ;  And  Re-printed  by  S.  Waters  in 
freet9  at  the  £ornei  Sjcamrs  4%,  5 7  *4* 
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FROM  THE 

Facetious  Dr.  T  RIPE , 

v  '  .  t  K 

}■  v  .  ’ 

Right  Venerable, 

TH  A  T  Aggregate  Philofopher,  Mr; 

Bickerjtaff',  of  moft  memora¬ 
ble  Countenance  >dots,  I  remember, 
in  feveral  of  his  Moral  Aphorifms,  make  ve-, 
ry  honourable  Mention  of  himfelf,  for  fuch 
of  hisEflay$,as  were  levelled  at  the  general 
Benefit  of  Mankind;  and,  upon  this  Head, 
does  fairly  give  himfelf  the  Preference  to 
all  the  Learned,  his  Contemporaries,  from 

Dr.  S - -ft  himfelf,  even  down  to  Poet 

Cr - “Jpe  of  the  Cuftom-Houfe. 

This,  with  due  Refpe&to  his  Memory,' 
favours  fomewhat  more  of  Self-love,  than 
cou’d  b£  well  e^pefted  from  fo  unbyaffd  a> 
Philofopher :  For  I  can  fee  no  Reafon,  not 
do  I  believe  he  himfelf  cou’d, .  why --the 
elaborate  Produ&ions  of  thofe  who  fweat 

v  '  *  *  <  ?“  f  * 

hard  to  refeue  the  laudable  Actions  of  the 
Town,  or  Corporation,  where  they  either 
v/ereborn^  or  of  which  they  were  Inhabi- 

A  tatits$ 
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tantu  from  the  Jaws  of  Oblivion,  and 
rranfmit  them  with  Decency  to  Pcderity 
fhttu’d  not  defeive,  at  lead,  an  equal  En¬ 
comium.  :  } 

Upon  this  Confideration  I  have,  with 
unwearied  Application,  and  no  fmall  Ex¬ 
pence  in  Coffee  and  Tobacco,  perufed  all 
th tNeotegraphical  Traffs  as  well  Foreign  as 
Domedick,  larely  pubhfhed  by  thofe  pain¬ 
ful  and  accurate  Penmen,  the  News - 
writers ,  as  the  Vulgar  term  them,  that 
1  might  throughly  inform  my  felf,  what 
Account  they  gave  the  World,  of  the 
Magnificent  Reception,  which  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  this  Ancient  and  Noble 
City  of  Bath ,  gave  to  the  invaluable 
Frefent,  which  you  did  them  the  Honour 
lately  to  make  them  ;  And  fee  whether 
they  handled  fo  important  a  Point,  with 
that  Ninety  of  Truth,  and  Majedy  of 
Stile,  that  the  Hiftory  of  io  folcmn  aCe- 
retnony  required.  But,  to  my  great  A- 
ftonilhment,  and  much  greater  Concern,  I 
found  'em  all,  (  to  their  Difcredit  be  it 
fpoken)  as  Silent  upon  the  Matter,  as  if 
fuch  a  Thing  had  never  been,  in  rerum 
Natura;  or  at  lead,  had  happen’d  in  the 
dark  Days  of  Popery  and  Ignorance. 

’Tis  true,  it  is  hard  to  condemn  fo  Nu¬ 
merous  and  fo  eminent  a  Body  of  Learned 

—  mm '***  «r-  _  .  .*_*-**►  •-»  -  -!*  ■■  * - *  AS 
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Men,  in  fome  whereof,  *ns  poflible,  it 
might  be  unpremeditated  Omillioo  :  Butin 
Gihers,efpecialiy  thofe  of  ourown  Ifland,  I 
cannot  forbear  thinking  it  was  downright 
Spleen  and  Envy  :  And  (God  forgive  me)  I 
have  a  ftrong  Sufpicion,  that  my  very  good 
Friend ,  the  indefatigable  and  judicious  Mr. 
Abel,  whom  I  look  upon  to  be  the  Prefident 
of  dll  the  Hebdomadal  Writers  of  this  Cen¬ 
tury  ,  has  a  great  deal  to  anfwer  on  this 
Head.  In  Love  therefore  to  the  Town  of 
Bath,  to  which  1  have  the  Honour  of  being 
Phyiician  in  Ordinary:  And)  out  of  my 
moil  profound  Refreft,  Sir>  for  your  Vene¬ 
rable  Per  fan ,  (wtoofe  unparalleled  Bounty , 
I  would  gladly  fee  perpetuated  to  all  fuc - 
ceeding  Ages)  I  have  diligently  confitlted 
Our  Fublick  Records,  and  with  ufmo/t 
Fidelity  tranfcnbed  from  them  the  following 
Copy. 

(  Sometime  about  the  latter 
*  End  of  O£fobery  Anno  1 2  Regime 
c  Ann*.  As  Mr.  Mayor ,  Mr.  Re* 
tcordery the  Facetious  Dr.  Andrew  3 6. 
x  Tripe  y  (meaning  your  molt 
{  humble  Servant)  Mr.  Lenitive  the  Apcv 
c  thecary,  and  feveral  other  worthy  Citi¬ 
zens*  were,  one  Afternoon  at  the  Coffee- 
l  houfe,  gravely  difeourfing  of  Politicks, and 

A  5  f  were 
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*  were  infenfibly  fellen  into  a  Polemical 

*  Argument,  upon  this  intricate  and  im- 

*  portant  Queftion,  Whether ,  in  cafe  the 

e  Pope  of  Rome  Jhoud  have  a  Fancy  to  alter 
6  his  State ,  him  a  Wife , 

s  of  Parliament  woud  beetther9anecef- 

*  far y,  ora  Sufficient  Warrant  for  his  fo 

*  doing ?  While  the  Point  was  difcufs’d 

*  with  that  Solidity  of  Learning,  andMa- 
6  turity  of  Thought,  that  cou’d  be  expe- 

*  fted  from  a  Company  of  fuch  bright  Men, 
€  efpecially  upon  fo  ticklifh  a  Subjeft,  who 
e  fhou’d  come  in,  but  Mr.  Ifaac  Btckerflaffis 
€  Intelligencer  General  of  the  Town,  by 

*  whofe  earneft  Looks,  and  violent  Pant- 

*  ing  for  Breath,  they  foon  perceived,  that 

*  he  was  big  with  feme  Occurrence  of  Mo- 

*  tnent>  of  which  he  wanted  to  be  imme- 
c  diately  delivered.  v  s 

fi  But,  before  I  proceed  any  further  in  this 
great  Undertaking,  I  find  my  felf  oblig’d, 
jMoJI  Learned  Sage,  by  the  Rules  of  Method, 
to  make  a  fmall  Digreffion,  in  ordercogive 
you  a  curfory  Description  of  the  Perfoo, 
iParts,  and  Profeflion  of  Mr.  Ifaac  Bicker - 
ftaffi  becaufe  I  conceive  it  to  be  a  Preli¬ 
minary 'abfolutelyrequifire  towards  the  right 
Undemanding  of  this  great  Hiftory,  and 

becaule  without  fuch  Digreffion  (according 

;  ■.  Vo  ’■  “<•  -  v  •  :  to 
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to  Agreement  with  my  Bookseller)  this  my 
Letter  would  not  make  fo  confiderable  a  Ft - 
gure  as  to  reach  the  Price  of  Six  Pence t  which 
however,  as  it  is  Inter  nos ,  I  defire  my  re- 
i  main  a  Secret  between  me  and  may  Reader. 

Mr.  Ifaac,  you  mult  know,  Sir,  is  much 
about  your  own  Age  and  Si^a, and, 'if  I  may 
credit  thofe  who  pretend  to  know  you, not 
unlike  yen  in  the  Face,  He  is  of  a  Satur - 
mint  (Complexion,  not  without  fome  vifible 
Indications  of  fuffering  much  by  the  Ob- 
ftruftions  in  the  Hippo cpndria}iiom  whence 
heavy  and  Caliginous  Fumes  continually 
afeending  to  the  Region  of  his  Head,  do 
powerfully  invade  the  Territory  of  hi$ 
Brain,  where,  meeting  with  little  Refiftance^ 
through  the  too  much  Natural  Imbecilli- 
ty  of  the  Part,  they  make  a  moft  fad  Ha* 
vock  in  the  Glandula  Pinealis .  This  ren- 

.  ;  i  <  -  '  ;  ; 

ders  him  anxious  all  the  While  he  is  a* 
wake,  difturbs  him  when  afieep,  and  makes 
him  dream  of  nothing  elfe  but  Chains , 
G allies.  Gibbets ,  Ra^j> -heads  and  Bloody * 
hones,  by  the  terrifying  Relation  of  which, 
he  often  frightens  many  of  the  Children  of 
Her  Majefty’s  good  Subjefts  from  their 
Br^ad  and  Butter. 

He  has  uaturally  adowncafl  foreboding 
Afpeft,  which*  they  of  the  Country  here* 

A  4  abouts* 
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aboutSjCall  ^Hanging  Lew^andanunfeemly 
Manner  of  Staring,  with  his  Mouth  wide 
open,  and  Under-  Lip  propending, efpecially 
when  any  ways  difturb’d  j  which  is  a  vehe¬ 
ment  Diagrwjis ,  that  there  is  a  great  Re¬ 
laxation  in  the  Optick-Nervesy  by  which 
their  Communication  with  the  Pia  Mater 
is  become  una&ive,  and  the  Poignancy  of 
the  Intelle&s  render'd  Obtufe. 

He  takes  a  great  Deal  of  Pains  to  per- 
fwade  his  Neighbours,  that  he  has  a  very 
Ihort  Face,  and  a  little  flat  Nofe,  like  a  di- 
minitive  Wart,  inthemiddle  of  his  Vifage,e 
becaufe  he  was  cold  once  by  a  Dutch  For¬ 
tune-Teller,  that  high  hook’d  Nofes  were 
very  ominous,  and  denoted  Cowardice,, 
whereas  that  other  Simmetry  was  an  in¬ 
fallible  Indication  of  Cholcr  predominant, 
which  he  hopes,  may  upon  Occafion  fup- 
ply  his  Natural  Want  of  Courage. 

His  Eyes  are  large  and  prominent,  too 
big  of  all  Confcience,  for  the  Concei¬ 
ted  Narrownefs  of  his  Phiz >  and  have 
been  for  fome  Years  very  Subjefl:  to 
an  Infirmity,  which  We  Doftors  call  the 
Gutta  Serena-,  and  though  he  has  been 
often  told  of  the  wonderful  Cures  lately 
perform’d  by  the  Famous  Opthalmiff  Dn 
llenricky  aU  over  the  Kingdom,  he  will 
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not  be  perfwaded  to  make  ufe  of  him, 
but  calls  him  Quack,  at  the  fame  Time, 
that  he  knows  full  well,  that  the  honed 
Do£tor  is  allow'd  by  the  College  to  pra&ice* 
after  a  mod  rigorous  Examination. 

His  Back,  tho'  not  very  broad ,  is  well 
turn’d,  and  will  bear  a  great  deal  :  1  have 
feen  him  my  felf,  more  than  once,  carry  a 
vaft  Load  of  Timber.  His  Legs  alfo  areto- 
lerably  fubdantial,  and  can  Stride  very  wide 
upon  Occafion ,  but  the  bed  Thing  about 
him  is  a  handfome  Pair  of  Heels,  which 
he  takes  fpecial  Pride  to  fhew,  not  only 
to  his  Friends,  but  even  to  the  very  word 
of  his  Enemies. 

As  to  his  Parts,  he  fets  up  fora  Virtuofo, 
a  Philofopher,  and  whatnot/  Anddoesnot 
only  believe  it  himfelf,  but  has  perfwaded 
others  too,  that  he  has  a  Monflrous  Wit : 
One  Day,  he  gave  Bills  about  for  Folks  to 
come  and  fee  it,  but  unadvtfedly  demand¬ 
ing  Two  Pence  a  Piece,  he  was  bifid,  and 
hooted  at ,  in  a  mo  ft  unbecoming  Manner : 
This  made  him  afterwards  be  fomewhat 
Cautious,  how  he  ventured  abroad  with 
it ;  And  it  is  obferved  that,  almoft  ever 
fince ,  all  his  Dtfcourfes  have  been  gravely 
dull ,  without  the  leaf  larding  of  (Fit. 
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Notwithftanding  this*  Men  of  as  pro¬ 
found  Parts  as  himfelf  do  feally  allow  that 
he  has  not  only  a  Genius  naturally  adapted 
to  Schemes  and  Projects,  but  was  actually 
the  Firft  Iaventer  of  Certain  furprifing 
Paper — Machines ,  which,  by  only  looking 
upon  'em,  make  People  almoft  as  wife 
as  they  were  before,  to  the  great  Wonder 
and  Satisfaftion  of  all  the  Beholders.  ,  It 
washealfo,  that  firft  difeovered  that  the 
Chin  of  Man  was  a  Mufical  Inftrument, 
and  taught  Boys  how  to  play  upon  it* 
a  Harmony  indeed  altogether  unknown  to 
Antiquity,  And  I  am  credibly  inform’d, 
that  he  has  now  almoft  brought  to  Perfe- 
ition  a  Syftem,  for  fixing  the  Moveable 
Feafts,  after  fo  wonderful  a  Manner,  that 
from  this  prefent  Year  One  Thoufand  Seven 
Hundred  and  Thirteen ,  to  the  Year  Seventeen 
Thousand  and  Twenty  Four ,inc\uCive,Ea/ier 
Day  may  always  fall  on  a  Sunday-,  which 
rn uft  needs  be,  of  vaft  Ufe  towards  recon¬ 
ciling  the  ill  natur’d  Difference  fo  long 
maintain'd  betwixt  the  Julian  and  Gregory 
m  Account. 

He  has  moreover  an  exejuifite  Faculty 
in  finding  out  the  Harmony  of  Monofilla - 
UeS)  by  the  help  of  which,  he  can  eafiiy 
in u Iter,  upon  Occafion,  a  Power  of  pret- 
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ty  Sounding  Words,  fignifying  Nothings 
This  he  calls  his  Art  of  Lerology,  that  is, 
of  faying  a  great  Deal  to  little  Purpofe, 
and  defigns  it  for  a  perpetual  Fund  to  pay 
his  Debts  with,  • 

It  is  reported  by  fome,  that  he  has  at¬ 
tain’d  the  Menftruum  of  Hermes;  and  can 
make  the  bafeft  of  Dutch-Cow >  pafs  for 
true  Sterling .  Others  will  have  ir,  that 
he  Dreams  with  his  Eyes  open*  can 
diffolve  Ice  by  the  help  of  Fire,  and  tell 
Boys  by  looking  in  their  Faces,  if  their 
Nofes  ftandawry*  for  which  he  has  been 
reputed  a  Necromancer.  But  his  Mafter-Ta- 
lent  lies  in  picking  up,  and  retailing  of 
Threadbare  Stories  :  And  it  is  to  his  won¬ 
derful  Sagacity  herein,  that  we  of  this 
Town  owe  the  firft  Hints  of  the  Death  of 
that  worfhipful  Knighr,  Sir  Roger  de  Co~ 
verly.  But  there  is  a  dreadful  Misfortune 
attends  him,  that  as  he  feldom  fpeaks 
Truth,  fo  he  is  feldom  or  never  believ’d  5 
and  as  he  not  only  will  invent  mod  unmet • 
ciful  Relations  of  Matters  here  and  there 
tranfafted,  fo  he  has  another  Property,  that 
for  the  Heart's  Blood  of  him,  he  cannot  tell 
a  Story,  as  it  told  him,  but  let  it  be  never  fo 
often  repeated*  will  be  fure  to  endeavour 
to  adorn  it  with  his  own  Flourifhcs,  and 
■f  /  T-  :  .  The 
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the  gentle  Reader  is  often  difappointed, 
when  he  thinks  himfelf  lure  of  knowing 
Something;  which,  whether  it  proceeds 
from  any  Lefion,  or  Defett  in  the  Cere¬ 
bellum,  from  a  Natural  Dulnefs  of  Appre* 
henfion,  or  a  Deceptio  vifus  of  his  Memo¬ 
ry,  will  appear  one  of  thefe  Days,  when 
his  Brains  come,  after  a  decent  Execution$ 
to  be  differed  at  Surgeons  Hall . 

Altho"  fome  invidious  Perfons  have  en¬ 
deavour  *d  by  oblique  Hints,  to  fuggeft, 
that  he  is  noScholar,  itis  amoft  malicious 
Infinuation;  for,  to  my  own  Knowledge, 
he  went  fometimes  to  School,  when  he 
was  a  Boy  ;  and  lean  folemnly  affirm,  thar, 
befides  a  curious  DifTertation,  which  he  has 
lately  publiffi’d  upon  the  Liberty  and  Pro* 
perty  of  the  Three  great  contending  Rivals, 
WHO,  THAT ,  and  WHICH;  and  the 
entertaining  Dialogues  betwixt  the  Watch¬ 
man  and  his  Goofe  :  This  very  individual 
Mr.  Ifaac  Bicker  ft  aff  has  aftually  in  the 
Prefs,  a  moft  Elaborate  Treatife %  which 
mufl  needs  be  of  unconceivable  Emolu¬ 
ment  to  fuch  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
IfUnd,  as  can  neither  read,  nor  write ; 
of  which,  I  am  told,  the  Generality  of  his 
Subfcribers  confift.  In  this  learned  Piece,* 
[tis  faid,  he  has  demonftrated,  almoftMa^ 

themati* 
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thematically,  with  what  Brightnefs  and 
Vivacity  he  can  abltratt  ATts  of  Parha - 
tnenty  and,  that,  to  the  no  little  Morrifi* 
cation  of  feme  NoBurnal  Pams-Takers 
bout  the  Temple,  he  has  made  as  great  a 
Proficiency  in  the  Law,  as  ever  he  did  in 
Phyfick  or  Divinity,  or  any  other  Art  or 
Science. 

His  Elocution  is  not  what  ought  to  be 
leapt  admired  :  And ,  batemg  that  he  is 
• very  apt  fometimes  to  m  if  take  one  Thing 
for  another ,  I  know  no  Man  alive  will 
talk  more  of  Matters  altogether  beyond 
his  Reach  :  Which  l  take  to  proceed 
from  hence ,  that  having  had v  his  firPt 
Education  in  a  Coffee- houfe ,  where  fuch 
Bright  Men ,  as  You  and  I  did  nftially 
refort,  and  heard  them  frequently  dif~ 
enurfe  of  the  Intereft  of  England,  Bailance, 
of  Europe,  Exorbitant  Growth  0/  France, 
Danger#/  Popery,  Prerogative  of  the  Crown, 
Rights  of  the  People,  Power#/  Parliament, 
Magna  Charta,  Religion,  Liberty,  Property, 
Commerce,  Navigation,  and  the  hket  he 
was  fo  charm'd  with  the  <$ovnd>  that 
without  troubling  his  Head  in  the  leapt, 
about  the  true  Meaning  of  thofe  Terms , 
he  got  a  reafonable  Quantity  of  'em  py 
Heart,  which  he  repeats  at  Random 
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in  all  Company  :  And  b as  in  a  great 
Meafiire  perfwaded  himfelf  into  a  Belief, 
that  his  being  fo  often  in  the  Room  where 
thefe  Gentlemen  ufed  to  talk,  is  Reafon 
enough  for  him  to  anderftand  the  Mat¬ 
ter  as  well  as  they  did.  Like  BeJJus  the 
Centurion >  of  whom  a  certain  Author  of 
great  Antiquity,  writes,  that  he  fancied 
himfelf  to  be  unmeafurably  valiant,  be- 
caufe  he  happen'd  once  to  march  along 
with  an  Army  of  Fifty  Thousand  gallant 
« 'Lacedemonians .  Or  that  other  extraordi¬ 
nary  Perfon,  I  think  his  name  was  Rhodo - 
montadoides  mention’d  fomewhere  6y  Stra - 
bo,  who  having  but  a  bare  promife  once 
of  feeing  the  Roman  Senate  in  a  full  Houfe, 
it  fo  tickl’d  his  Fancy,  that  he  already 
believed  himfelf  wife  enough  to  prefcribe 
Laws  to  the  whole  Empire. 

I  mud  not  undertake,  Q  wife  Man,  to 
inform  you  cxaftly,  what  Religion  he  is 
of;  for  though  he’ll  fhake  the  Parfon  of 
the  Parifh  familiarly  by  the  hand*  make 
him  a  reverend  Bow  as  he  paffes  by,  and 
follow  him  fomeeimes  to  the  Church,  yet 
he  declares  publickly,  that  he  cannot  be 
reconcil’d  to  the  Churchwardens,  for  fuf- 
fering  the  Pulpit  to  (land  too  high,  orra® 
ther  for  fullering  the  Pew  to  Hand  by  the 
Pulpt.  P  ro~ 
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Profanenefs  and  Immorality  are  what  he 
Cannot  jiiftly  be  tax’d  with:  For  he  has  a 
difcreet  Woman  to  his  Wife,  who  keeps  a 
very  ftrid  Hand  over  him,  and  by  giving 
him  now  and  then  due  and  wholfome 
Corre&ion,  makes  him  live  within  decent 
Bounds  *'  For  which,  tho’  he  dares  not 
ihutter  a  Syllable  within  her  hearing,  for 
fear  of  the  Strap  ado,  he  rails  moft  bitterly 
at  Petticoat  Government,  behind  her  backh¬ 
and  fays,  it  is  a  burning  Shame,  that  IVo- 
men  fhou’d  be  fuffer’d  to  have  fo  great  a 
Sway,  when  there  are  fo  many  Good  Men 
in  Germany* 

One  thing  I  had  like  to  have  forgot, 
and  that  is,  his  moft  profound  Skill  in 
the  Rules  of  Motion,  efpecially  that  Branch 
of  it,  that  relates  to  Dancing ,  which  he 
defines,  An  Epitome  of  all  Humane  Lear- t 
ding.  And  I  am  told  by  an  Intirmt^  cf 
his,  that  he  has  now  ready  for  the  Prefs, 
feveral  curious  Effays  upon  the  ftvcral 
Farts  of  chat  truly  Noble,  and  Compre- 
henfive  Science,  wherein  he  proves  by  Ar¬ 
guments  Phijical ,  Mu(ical  and  Mathema¬ 
tical,  that  Dancing  is  not  only  the  Pritnum 
Mobile  of  all  Arts  and  Sciences  *  but  that 
the  Motion  of  the  Sun,  Moon,  and  other 
Cdteftial  Bodies?’ is  but  a  fort  of  a  Chejhire 

R  ouni, 
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Round,  which  they  dance  to  the  Mufick 
of  the  Spheres.  And  moreover,  that  the 
principal  Seat  of  humane  Souls,  efpecially 
thofe  of  the  fair  Sex,  is  in  the  Heels,  of 
which  he  gives  this  as  an  experimental 
Demonftration,  that  whenever  you  take  a 
Woman  faft  hold  by  them,  'tis  ten  to  one 
but  her  Soul  is  your  own*,  Befides  feveral 
other  new  and  valuable  Difcoveries*  too 
many  to  be  inferred  here,  which  I  pafs  Eu¬ 
phonic?  Gratia ,  to  come  to  his  Profeffion. 

This  was  lately,  what,  in  fome  Senfe, 
might  be  term’d  Martial;  for  he  was  a 
Serjeant  in  the  Militia ,  and  in  a  fair  way 
of  mounting  in  time  to  the  Dignity  of 
Frovofl ,  but  having  a  natural  Averfion  to 
that  French  familiar  Wav,  of  hitring  one 
another  moft  Ungentleman  lik z  Blows,  too 
frequent  amongfl:  Military  Men,  he  judi- 
cioufly  laid  afide  his  Halberd,  and  is  now 
faluted  by  the  Name  of  Debtor. 

I  cannot  omit  inferring  here,  that  fome 
have  induftrioufly  fpread  a  Report,  that  he 
formerly  had  got  his  living,  as  his  Father 
had  done  before  him,  by  Subverting,  and 
New  Modelling  the  Ancient  Confti  ution 
of  Enghjh  Beards  in  Church  and  State; 
And  was,  what  we  vulgarly  call,  a  barber, 
from  the  Latin  word  Barba,  which,  ac- 
*  •  t  cordirg 


cording  to  fome  Authors  of  Note  and  An- 
tiquuy,  fignifies,  you  know,  that  portion 

Rfbi,5;t£lt  gr°?  Upon  humane  Faces. 
But  I  do  Bona  Fide,  look  upon  this  part 

of  the  ftory  to  be  altogether  Jfocrifml. 

■  As  to  his  prefent  Circumftances,  lean 
vouch  for  him,  that  he  is  above  all  fuch 
.,a  umniesi  and  in  a  fair  way  of  foon  ha¬ 
ving  the  Whip  hand  of  all  the  Mah-nants 
that  oppofe  him;  For  he  has  -  not  only  a' 
Profpea  of  being  Beadle  of  his  Panfh/  if 
the  Church- Wardens  will  but  approve  of 
his  Ele&ion  :  But  has  already  a  Magifteriat 
Reape,  with  which  he  does  not  doubt,  if 
you  believe  his  printed  Bills,  to  cure  all 
luchot  our  Countrymen,  as  are  troubled 
•with  the  Heart-burn,  and  Grumblings  in 
tnetuzzard,  provided,  they Will  but  relied- 
oufly  abftain  from  mentioning  the  two  fa« 
tai  Words,  Nantz,  and  Bourdeaux,  which, 
witn  immenfe  labour  and  ftudy,  he  has 
la  e.y  ddcover’d,  to  be  impregnated  with 

an  occult  Quality  highly  deftru&Wto  the 

FngUJb  Commerce. 
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He  extolls  to  the  very  Sky  his  new  Mi 
_  0  °f. preparing  Steele- Pills ,  with  which 

oe  propofes  in  Tim*  to  open  all  the  ob- 

ftru&ed 
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ftrufted  Spleens  of  this  Nation.  Thisis  alfo 
a  Narcotick  and  a  Nojirum  :  But  his  Ar¬ 
canum  Magnum  is,  his  Emplafirum  pro 
Nucha ,  which,  1  am  fully  (aiisiied,  is  a 
Spccifick  CathoUcon  for  ail  Ddlempers  if 
rightly  applyed,  and  tyed  on  Secundum 
Art  cm  under  the  left  Ear.  This  he  has 
Itudied  ex  profeffo  for  the  prefent  eafe,  and 
relief  of  fuch  of  his  Friends  as  are  not 
very  well  in  their  Minds  ;  And  I  hope 
they  will  find  the  Benefit  of  it  :  It  is  a 
Noble  Preparation  of  Hemp-feed ,  which 
he  holds  to  be  that  true  Seed  of  the  right 
female  Fern ,  fo  mightily  cryed  up  by  Mo¬ 
dern  Philofopherfo 

•  ■■  f 

All  theft:  great  points  thus  duly  pre¬ 
mis’d,  it  is  not  improbable,  but  that  in 
the  Frontis- piece  of  a  well  bound  Book, 
You  may  one  of  theft  days,  meet  with 
this  Great  Man’s  Hera  Effigies,  handfome- 
ly  cut,  and  underneath  it,  his  Name 
jfaacus  Bickerftaffius  printed  at  full  length, 
with  an  Anno  e_jEtat.  &c.  and  the  additio¬ 
nal  Title  of  Medtcus  :  Which  he  may  very 
well  do,  if  what  a  modern  Critick  of 
flupendious  Erudition  obferves  an  his 
Annotations  upon  Horace,  be  true,  -  that 
the  Wprds  Mediem1,  and  Madicm'  were 


/ 
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dntiently  ufurp’d  bymoft  of  the  Arabian 
Writers,  to  fignify  the  felf  fame  thing, 
tho’  ot  late  Days  they  are  quite  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  Acceptation, 

Having  thus  far,  mojl  Venerable  Sage s 
trefpafs’d  upon  your  Patience,  and  given 
you  iuccin£l(y  fuch  Items  as  were  abfolute- 
ly  neceffary,  I  think  my  felf  oblig’d  to.ac-, 
quaint  you  what  Opinion  fome  Per  foils, 
have  conceived  of  you  and  of  your  late 
Behaviour ,  and  Correfpondence  with  the 
Inimitable  Mr.  B ickerJiafR 

■  .  ■  :*  •  -■  >:  ;  V  j 

There  are,  I  can  affure  you,  who  with 
Confidence  have  reported,  I  hat  jour  new 
Acquaintance  has  debauch'd  your  Princi¬ 
ples,  and  fince  his  declaring  himfelf  of  the 
P  rebellion,  he  has  given  you  fome  bewitch¬ 
ing  Philter,  by  which  he  has  gain* d  an  cb~ 
feint e  Afcendant  over  your  Will  and  Un* , 
derftandijng,  andwjtiWd  fuch  Notions  into 
you  as  are  altogether  Heterodox,  Antitnonar- 
chical,  and  unworthy  of  your  Character.  It 
has  been  fpread  Abroad,  that  like  Sir  Sydrc* 
phe\  of  old,  he  has  perf waded  you >  that  the 
Clouds  were  enchanted  Caftles ,  fil'd  with ; 
Arms ,  Ammunition ,  Magick  bpells,  and 
Sorcerers^  and  that  with  Squibs  and  Crack¬ 
le  2  <p  r  s 
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ers  2nd  stink- Pols,  you  have  attempted  to 
Demolijh  them.  1  wifh  I  coil'd  recount 
all  the  Stones  told  concerning  you  ;  how 
many  ridiculous  Pamphlets  you  have  wrote  ; 
what  Pranks  you  have  plaid,  what  Goods 
you  have  dispos'd  of,  how  many  Sorts 
of  Strong- Waters  you  are  ufed  to  drink 
in  twenty  four  Hours*  and  who  has  been 
forc’d  to  pay  the  Reckoning;  what  De¬ 
liriums  you  have  run  into*  how  you  have 
sfferred,  that  every  Man  in  England  is 
accountable  to  you,  and,  as  the  Reprefen* 
tative  of  the  whole  B ritt/h  Nation,  have 
drawn  up  Memorials  concerning  Pier  Ma- 
jefty’s  M^le  Adminiftration,  and  in  the 
Name  of  all  Her  Subjects,  demanded  }u- 
Iticeof  Her  againft  Pferfelf.  One  Thing, 
Sir,  I  more  particularly  remember  they  faid 
of  you,  and  which  is  Icarcely  poflible  tobe 
believ’d,  that  you  attempted  to  make  an 
Enghjhman  of  Teague.  It  is  ftrange,  (ays 
I  to  fame  Gentlemen  who  were  talking  af¬ 
ter  this  Manner,  how  one  Man  may  bemi- 
ftaken  in  another,  I  remember  this  old 
Man,  he  was  one  of  my  Patients,  but  little 
did  I  think  he  was  fuch  a  dangerous  Perfon 
as  you  have  reprefented  him;  he  always 
appear’d  to  me  a  good-natur’d,  fociable, 

facetious  Gentkm^n, 7  and  indeed  I  took 

him'" 
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him  for  one  of  chafe  old  Wits,  who  are 
naturally  very  coftive,  fuch  as  1  have  often 
met  with  in  the  Courfe  of  my  Pra£tice} 
for  befides  his  being  iubjeft  to  a  Fijiula 
and  Flux  of  the  hemorrhoids,  the  Sphin- 
£ter  of  the  Anus  was  brokewith  the  ini* 
moderate  JJfe  of  Suppojitories,  An  Bu- 
moyifi  he  was  indeed,  ’us  true,  and  fome- 
what  too  tenacious  of  his  own  Opinion; 
but  fetting  that  afide,  I  don't  know  I  have 
met  with  a  Man  of  late  Years,  which 
fee  nr  d  to  be  more  entertaining  and  inbffen- 
five  Convention  >  efpecially,  fays  i,  in 
the  back  Room  at  Buttons . 

I  told  them,  how  you  had  feen  King 
Harry ,  the  laft  of  that  Name,  in  Hanging- 
Sleeves  $  of  your  fir  It  Appearance  in  \the 
Commonwealth  of  Learning ,  about  March 
laft 5  and  how  at  thefe  Years  you  had 
confecrated  your  Studies  to  the  Service  of 
the  Ladies  :  In  fliort,  Sir ,  I  conceal’d  no¬ 
thing  that  would  tend  to  your  Advantage, 
or  take  off  the  Calumnies  that  I  was  eon- 
feious  were  the  inhofpitable  Endeavours 
of  wicked  Men  to  blacken  you ;  and  I 
now  rrrnft  beg  your  Leave  to  proceed  re¬ 
gularly,  and  to  knot  the  Thread  of  my  Sto¬ 
ry  where  I  broke  it  off  in  the  Begining. 

B  5  Mr* 


Mr.  BickerftafF  was  fcarce  feated,  when 
turning  hitnjelf  abruptly  to  the  Company  ; 

} Gentlemen ,  fays  hey  This  ts  a  wonderful  Age 
we  live  iny  and  a  great  many  mofi  furpn- 
fmg  ihmgs  are  daily  to  be  met  with  tn  if, 
which  efcape  the  Objervation  of  usy  that 
are  Learned ,  and  yet  are  taken  Notice  of 
by  the  illiterate  People  of  low  Life.  Mr. 
SI y>  the  Attorney ,  is  juft  arrived  from  Lon¬ 
don,  and  has  put  me  in  mind  of  two  mofi 
remarkable  things  ywhich  ytW  Ihave  rid  that 
Way  above  a  dozen  times $  1  never  reflected 
on  before .  The  one  uy  that ,  by  exaff  Cal * 
mlaliony  he  has  found  the  Road  from  Lon¬ 
don  to  Bath,  to  be  every  whit  as  long9  as 
that  from  Bath  to  London.  The  other 3 
thaty  let  the  Weather  be  never fo  uncertain ; 
the  Weathercock ,  for  the  ynoft  Part,  points 
to  that  Corner  that  the  Wind  blows  from. 

j  .  •  *  * 

A  third  thing  he  likewife  told  mey  and 
indeed  the  mofi  Material  of  all ;  but  I  made 
ftich  hafte  to  come  and  acquaint  you  wnih  it, 
that  1  vow  and  profefs,  I  have  quite  forgot 
what  it  was  :  And  yet ,  if  my  Memory  does 
not  fail  me>  it  was  of  the  greatefi  Confe¬ 
rence  to  this  City  of  Bath,  of  any  perhaps 
that  has  happen* d  fince  the  Revolution.  Put 
clasi  Memoriahominis ts  but  a  UakyFejfdi 
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And  it  was  the  Saying  of  a  very  wife 
Staiefman,  that  it  is  but  bid  walking  m 
Slippery  Weather:  However  ,  it  ism  [mail 
Comfort ,  to  be  able  to  recolUA  what  is  not 
pojjible  to  he  remember'd.  But  it  is  mt  giv.  n 
to  all  Folks ,  1  find,  to  be  as  wife  as  fame, 
for  this  fubflantialReafon,  That  the  longer 
we  live,  the  older  we  grow.  In  Jhori,  Gnu 
tlimen,  Quod  dixi,  dixi;  /  told  you  my  Au¬ 
thor,  Hifce  Oeulis  audivi.  lou  may  ask 
him,  he  is  of  Age,  and  an  Attorney,  who 
w on'd  no  more  tell  an  Untruth,  than  anyone 
of  his  Frofeffion . 

♦ 

The  World ,  I  hope,  will  allow  that  lam 
d  Learned  Man,  and  a  Wife  Man;  and 
will  always,  I  believe,  lay  that  Streps  upon 
my  Sayings ,  as  not  to  put  any  other  Body's 
whatfoever  in  Competition  with  them, 
without  the  leaf  Detriment  to  Chara£ters0r 
Profeflions.  Befides ,  daio  fed  non  Concede, 
that  l  have  forgot  it ,  the  mo  ft  you  can 
make  out,  is,  that fuch  extraordinary  Wits 
as  mine,  are  generally  attended  with  the 
Want  of  Memory ,  for  which  however, 
that  of  Jfolid  judgment  does  always  make 
ample  Attornment . 

i  4 
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AncJ  now  perhaps,  .sir,  when  this  Letter 
comes  to  be  printed,  it  may  be  expe&ed, 
'that  I  (hould  make  good  my  Promije  in 
the  2 'itle  Page,  concerning  the  Reception 
of  your  Prefent,  and  what  Anfwert he  Com¬ 
pany  return’d  to  this  more  than  common 
Rhetorician.  Pardon  me,  O  courteous  Reader, 
for  already  detaining  thee  fo  long;  it  is 
better  for  both  you  and  me  to  be  at  Reft, 
after  we  have  travel’d  lovingly  together 
for  fo  many  tedious  Pages.  If  I  have  Time 
and  Opportunity,  I  may  once  more  per¬ 
haps,  to  the  Satisfaction  of  us  both,  un- 
cafe  my  Spectacles  to  perufe  the  Records , 
which,  according  to  the  late  Canto ,  may 
afford  us 

Pit  Matter  for  another  Song, 

I  am  not,  I  am  fenfible,  the  fir  ft  Mo¬ 
dern  who  has  fell  fhort  of  his  Title  Page; 
diverfe  and  fundry  Examples  have  I  before 
ft ly  Eyes,  of  Poets,  Criticks,  Commentators, 
Philofophers,  and  Politicians ,  who  have 
play’d  the  fame  Game  in  all  Places  and  in 
all  Ages  of  the  World.  Several  Precedents, 
fnofl  learned  sage ,  could  1  deduce  out  of 
your  own  Works,  and  the  Lucubrations  of 
Mr.  Biekerftaf,  of  Matters  begun,  but  ne¬ 
ver  ended ,  done  and  undone,  to  the  Sur- 
\  3  *  •  ,v  "  v  pals 
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prife  of  all  your  Readers ;  of  Acts  of  Par¬ 
liament,  prov’d  unalterable,  by  the  fame 
Po  wer  that  made  them*  in  an  Adverttfte - 
rmnty  and  dropr,  becaufe  ir  was  High 
jTreafon  to  afferi  it  upon  the  Publication  of 
the  C  rifts. 

Thus  far,  O  IVife  Many  with  much  La¬ 
bour  and  Diligence  ‘have  I  brought  this 
great  tVork,  to  the  wifhed  for  Conclufion, 
and  by  carefully  comparing  the  Coffee -  Houfe 
Oration  with  the  Original 3  do  find,  that  it 
is  Religioufiy  exaft.  Come,  I  therefore  to 
appeal  to  your  own  Learned  Self ,  whe¬ 
ther  the  Great  Bicker  ft  a ff  was  not  too  par¬ 
tial,  in  afcribing  fuch  Pre-eminence  to ihoh 
Speculations ,  which  he  writ,  filed,  and  po¬ 
ll  fil’d  at  his  own  Leifure  :  Whereas,  the 
Time,  which  I  employ’d  in  gathering 
Materials  for  this  valuable  Performance, 
was  ftolen  from  the  Hours  of  my 
Natural  Reft;  after  having,  for  the 
Good  of  my  Country ,  fpenc  all  the  live¬ 
long  Day,  as  the  Poets  exprefs  them  Tel  ves, 
In  InviiSy  Quadriviis,  delivering  my 
(alutiferous  Injlrultions  to  all  Comers  and 
GoerSy  and  expos’d  to  the  Rigour  of  th  eSea- 
fonSy  under  the  wide  Canopy  of  Heaven.  But 
as  1  have  this  Comfort,  that  I  underwent 
this  great  Fatigue >  purely  to  refeue  the  City 

where 
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where  I  generally  refide,  from  the  Impu¬ 
tation  of  Ingratitude ,  which  other  wife  it 
might  be  liable  to;  fo  I  may,  without 
Vanity,  fay,  that  I  have,  Uno  Iffy,  pur¬ 
chas’d  to  my  felf  by  it  the  Veneration  of  the 
Learned  World ,  my  own  private  Satisfa- 
ftioo,  and  the  Thanks  of  my  Fellow  Ctti - 
zens ;  whofe  hearty  Acknowledgments  like- 
wife,  as  well  as  my  own,  I  return  you, 
mofi  Antient  Sage ,  for  your  defirable  Pre- 
fent .  And,  as  I  do  not  queftion,  but  you 
will,  for  the  Publick  Good ,  and  your  own 
Credit ,  be  at  the  Charges  of  Reprinting 
this  Aulhentick  Monument  of  your  Libera¬ 
lity,  fo  I  defire,  there  may  be  Copies  enough 
to  ftirnifli  every  Family  in  England  with 
one.  And  becaufe  other  Nations  may  alfo 
reap  the  Benefit  of  your  Labours ,  I  have 
not  only  prevail’d  with  my  Learned  Ac¬ 
quaintance)  Mr.  Griffith  Evans  ap  Ktces 
trofeflbr  of  the  Cambrian  longue  at  Ox¬ 
ford,  to  tranflate  them  into  Welch ,  but 
have  fent  alfo  Copies  of  them  into  Ireland , 
to  the  renowned  Antiquary  Cormack  O 
Cuilhnane ,  and  to  old  Gtllafpick  Mackentojh, 
chief  Chronographer  of  the  Highland  Clans 
of  Scotland j  from  whom  I  have  lately  re¬ 
ceiv’d  fome  curious  Memoirs ,  with  which 
I  may  perhaps,  one  of  thefe  Days  oblige 
:  ■  •  '  f  '  the 
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ithe  Commonwealth  of  Learning, '  And 
as  1  am  well  fatisfy’d1:  of  the  Place 
I  which  I  have  gain’d  in  your  tnoft  wife  E- 
fteem,  by  this  my  vaft  Undertaking,  fo  I 
beg  Leave  to  alTure  you,  that  I  (hall  be 
ready,  upon  all  Occafions,  to  let  the  World 
iknow  of  your  great  Merit,  and  how  much 
I  am. 

Learned,  Wife ,  and  Venerable  Sir , 

✓  •' 

Tour  moB  Humble, 

t 

Bath,  Nov.  1 6. 

!'  *7*3- 

!  •:  >  i  •  •'  ' 

And  moB  devoted  Servant , 


A.  Tripe,  M.  D. 


. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

% 

I  Had  no  foooer  finifh’d  my  Letter ,  tnofi 
venerable  S age,  but  reflating  on  the 
Happtwjy  which  we  that  ate  Learned ,  do 
now  enjoy,  by  living  in  the  famejtfge  with 
you,  1  coo’d  not  but  be  pleas’d  to  think,  that 
when  Fofierity  fhall  perufe  your  Learned 
Productions,  and  enquire  who  were  your 
Contemporaries ,  what  a  handfom  mention 
will  be  made  of  my  felf,  upon  the  Account 
of  my  Correspondence  with  you.  This* 
as  it  cou’d  not  but  be  a  mod  fenfibSe  Satis¬ 
faction  to  me,  fo  it  naturally  led  me  into 
the  melancholly  Thought,  of  what  an  ir¬ 
reparable  Lofs  thtPubhck  wou’d  fuftain  by 
the  Death  of  fo  valuable  a  Per  (on-,  and  re- 
membring,  that  I  heard  of  *  your  being 
lately  affliCfced  with  a  continual  DtzzineJS 
in  your  Head ,  and  afudden  Dimnefs  in  your 
Sight ,  I  immediately  writ  to  my  two  wor¬ 
thy  Friends,  Sir  PVilltamR- — —d  and  Come- 
ims  Tilb-rg ,  who,  as  they  were  formerly 
the  Ornament  of  the  Stage  Itinerant ,  fo 
now  they  are  an  Honour  to  the  Profeffion, 
and  beg’d  of  them  to  fend  me  a  full  Ac¬ 
count 
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count  of  the  Caufes,  Nature,  Rife 'and  Pro- 
prfs  of  your  Malady .  They  acquitted 
ithemfelves  herein  with  a  great  Deal  of 
Gemiofity  and  Erudition-,  and  from  their 
learned  Gbferva’tons  I  immediately  com¬ 
prehended,  that  the  chief  Origin  of  thofe 
Chronical  Btjlempers  proceeded  from  your 
immoderate  Feeding  upon  Sallads ;  not 
only  fuch  as  were  pick'd  and  prepar’d  by 
Mailer- Cooks,  as  Sidney  and  Lock ;  but 
Hkewife  thofe  that  were  haftily  difli’d  up 
■  by  the  Unskilful,  'Tutchm  and  Ridpath,  See, 
which  creating  too  many  Crudities  in  the 
Stomach,  do  continually  tranfmit  to 
•  the  Upper  Region  a  ftrange  Chaos  of  bUck, 
heavy,  and  indigejted  Vapours,  that  do 
not  only  over  power  the  innate  Imbe- 
ctliity  of  the  Brain,  but  alfo  obftrfld  the 
Pajfages of  the  OptickNernes,  from  whence 
I  thofe*ftubborn  Affections  of  your  Head  and 
Eyes  do  naturally  follow. 

Hereupon  I  zealoufly  apply’d  my  felf; 
Night  and  Day,  to  confult  the  mod  va¬ 
luable  Noftrums"  of  all  our  Celebrated 
Oracles'-,  and  with  Joy  and  Satisfa&ioii 
have  excerpted  from  them  &  Medicine  of 
the  greateft  Vertue V  which  in  the  Nam 
of  the  V/orjhipful  Mr.  Mayor,  and  the 

Reft  of  hiS  Brethren,- 1  have  fern  you  by* 

I.-  /  /  .  the 
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the  Carrier  in  Three  Gallipots ,  as  a  grateful 
Return  for  your  late  Prejent. 

This,  by  the  Natural  Antipathy  of  the 
Ingredients ,  will  work  poweriully  upon 
the  Crudities,  correct  the  peccant  Hu¬ 
mours,  and  you  will  foon  find  the  power¬ 
ful  EfFefts  of  it.  It  is  a  Sudorifick , 
retick.  Carminative ,  and  a  soporifick .*  It 
immediately  puts  all  the  Humours  in  a 
Ferment ,  feparates  the  Gzwd  from  ch zBad, 
attrafts  to  it  felf,  by  an  occult  Sympathy, 
all  the  Rebellious  Particles ,  diflbives  them 
in  a  Thrice ,  and  fcowers  all  before  it  like 
a  Scavmger.  Take  the  Quantity  of  a  Nut¬ 
meg  hot  is  Midi  cis. 

•  ” 

Outwardly  you  mull:  apply  to  the  Re¬ 
gion  of  the  Heart,  a  Plaijter  of  the  Ru- 
Brum  Henrici ,  and  walh  your  Eyes  twice 
a  Day  with  the  Opthalmick  IVater  I  pre- 
fcrib’d  to  you,  when  at  Bath. 

* 

i  ,  jb  ^  b  ^ 

.  But  in  cafe  your  Difiemper  fhoifd  prove 
fo  obftinatej  as  not  to  yield  to  thefe  mo  ft 
fovereign  Remedies  $  your  I  a  ft  Refuge  muft 
be,  a  Cataplafm  of  Hemp,,  apply ’d  Cravat- 
wife  to  your  Neck,  which,  tho’  in  irsOpe» 
ration  it  be  fomewhat  violent,  yet  it  is  an 
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i  infallible  One,  if  rightly  ufed}  according 
to  that  celebrated  Obfervation  of  one  of 
:  oar  Learned  Pfedeceffors. 

W® ''  ■  *  \  i 

\  This  with  ajirk  will  do  your  Work,  and 
and  cure  you  o9re  and  o’re ; 

Ready  Judge ,  and  Try,  and  if  you  Die, 
never  believe  me  more. 

Let  your  Dyet  be  regular,  and  drink 
good  Wines,  and  of  the  beft  Growth;  But, 
by  all  Means,  you  muft  renounce  Holland, 
Geneva  and  tirunfwick  Mum  :  For  one 
corrupts  y one  Lungs,  and  the  other  ftupi- 
fies  your  Intellects. 

If  you  obferve  exaffly  the  Method  of 
thefe  Prefrciptions,  as  1  hope  you  will,  I 
don't  doubt,  j  but  that  in  a  little  Time,’ 
you  will  be  generous  enough,  to  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  our  Prefent  is  a  Match  for  your 
own  ;  and  that  whatever  Advantage  you 
may  have  over  us  in  Years  and  Learning/ 
you  have  none  in  the  Point  of  Liberality. 

Tours , 

Ut  fuj>rai 

>  FfNIs: 


